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They're the slacker superheroes. Fairchild, Grunge, Burnout, Freefall, and 
Rainmaker are\lead by Lynch, the father figure who freed them and an elder 
statesmen of the superhero world. Created by science, this team of 
superpowered teenagers battles for survival in aworld seemingly set 
against them. 

Image Comics, July, 1994, 


Story: Jim Lee, Brandon Choi Pencils J. Scott Campbell 


Check out HaCsa on the web at www. hacsa.com or on Newnet on IRC at 
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A JOLLA, 
CALIFORNIA. 


10.> 
INTERNATIONAL 


OPERATIONS 


YOU DOING 
HEREP! 


PRINTED IN CANADA 


THIS IS 
MY OFFICE, 
CAITLIN. 


AND IT 
LOOKS LIKE 
I'M GOING TO 
HAVE TO UPGRADE 
MY SECURITY 
PROGRAM. 


THING T 
HELP YOU WITH, 
CAITLINP 


ig Vest 
Ruy Se Tes 
LERBS COULD PAN GUT, 
SQ. WE OUGHT TO BE 
INVESTIGATING 
THEM! 


AND YOU ARE 
STEPPING WAY 
‘OUT OF LINE, 
YOUNG 


ANO IF 
YOU WON'T 


CAITLIN, 
PLEASE. WE 
CAN WORK THIS Colt 
Weiss BUT FOR NO\ 

IE DO ARiNes 


rr) YOu 
* ONLY KNOW. 
WHAT'S BEST 


YOU AND 
WHATEVER SECRET 
AGENDA YOU 


We'LL JUST 
HAVE TO. 
SEE ABOUT 
THAT! 


HUNH? O}, YEAH, 
WHATEVER. 


OON'T TRY 
AND CHANGE THE 
SUBUECT, YOUNG 

LADY! 


AT 
ALL THOSE 
DISHES! 


AROUND THE 
‘ HOUSE 
IT'S TIME 


f GUYS! I'M 
DRIVING INTO 
TOWN! ANYONE 


TLL TAKE 
CARE OF IT 


WHEN T 
GET BACK, 


ED EV HILLS, 
“ALIFORNIA, 


SINCE WHEN DOES 
“DRIVING INTO TOWN” 
MEAN COMING. UP TO. 


iN 
Nh. ABOUT OUR PARENTS, 
GRUNGE. 


ANYWAY, ONE OF: I =~ T HAVE NO 
THE FOUNDATION'S IDEA WHAT YOU'RE 
EXPEDITIONS CAME TALKING ABOUT. 


THING ABOUT 
YOU ANDO 
GRUNGE. 


GEEZ/ 
IS Tt THAT 
OBVIOUS? 


WHAT YOU 
ANDO MR. L 
WERE FIGHTING 
‘ABOUT, 
RIGHTP_fe 
J He ‘ 
REALLY GOT = gi| SOMETIMES, 


YOU ALL HOT ¢ a BUT I'M NoT 
AND BOTHERED, Z Cae 
KL DION'T HEP YZ s 


UUST TELL HER THAT 
CATLIN ‘AtacHS. Fu VOULMAUE/AN. MADAGASCAR 
HERE are Mes APPOINTMENT? EXPEDITION. 


Hi 
KNOW WHAT 
TM TALKING 


HEY, KAT. 
YOU THINK THE 
BUTLER RUDE 


us SoueriNe 


I'M QUITE 
PROUD OF MY 
COLLECTION. 


HAVE YOU HEARD 
ANY NEWS ABOUT 


ACTUALLY, 


YEARS AGO, ONE OF YOUR EXPEDITIONS 
FOUND A SET OF MILITARY DOGTAGS 
AMONGST SOME WRECKAGE: 
THEY CAME ACROSS. 


WE BELIEVE 

IT MAY BE AN 
IMPORTANT KEY) 
TO FINDING OUR 


S PARENTS. 
I'M AFRAIO MY. Y | 
LIFE OF TRAVEL AND \ | nll 


i 


OUR MENTOR 
HAS THIS INFORMATION 
BUT HE WON'T HELP US IN 
OUR SEARCH, SO WE'VE 
COME TO YOU. 


EALLYP 


OH, 

THE DAYS AND 
NIGHTS WE SHARED 
ON OUR ADVENTURES! 
HE WAS SUCH A 
DASHING YOUNG 
MAN! 


THAT'S A NASTY 
HABIT, CHILD, AND. 
QUITE UNBECOMING 
OF A LADY. 


JUST, 
LET ME GET MY 
SCRAPBOOK. 


"THE WRECKAGE YOU'RE 
REFERRING TO WAS FOUND 


AS YOU 
b 7 MIGHT'VE GUESSED, 
THIS BIT OF INFORMATION 
m IS OF GREAT INTEREST 
TO Me IN MY 
CONDITION. 


THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES 


BELIEVE THAT A SMALL 
PLANE CRASHED NEAR 
‘THE ISLAND. 


MUSEUM BEFORE | 
INTO THE OCE) 


RASHING 
“AN. 


JHE FOUNDATION SENT SEVERAL 
EXPEDITIONS TO TRY AND RECOVER 
THE ARTIFACT, AS WELL AS FIND THE 
FOUNTAIN, BUT NONE OF 
THEM SUCCEEDED. 


THE MAN IN 
THE PHOTO- 
GRAPH? 


THEN JUST LEAVE \ 


MeARTHUR! WE'LL 
FIN YOUR SON 
FOR YOU! 


yy YOU see. | 
HE Pia 


ALL YOU HAVE 
TO 00 IS GET US 
THERE! ( 


‘AND, HOPEFULLY, 
WE'LL FIND SOME OF 


THE 
LEADER OF 
My LATEST 
EXPEDITION. 


V BUT WHY'RE 
WE SNEAKING. 
f AROUND IN THE 
\ DARK LIKE 
THIS? 


WE'RE TAKING OFF IN 
THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT. 


“, AND T'M SORRY 
WHATPS THE ROXY, BUT I DON'T THINK 
LYNCH-MAN ITI0'BE SUCH A GOO! 
DOESN'T KNOW | IDEA FOR YOU TO BRING 
ABOUT THISP! Dip @EELOCKE ALONG. 


OUT NOW, TILL 
UNDERSTAND. 


WE WON'T BE 
GETTING VERY 
FAR IF WE MISS 

OUR PLANE, 
FOLKS. SO LET'S 

O,, SHALL 


wer 


\ BEA 


BIG 
Naa 


I WAS BEING 
INCONSIDER =~ 


CAROLINE, 

ARE YOU OUT W THere's 
OF YOUR MIND?! NO TELLING 
THEY'RE JUST. WHAT MAY 

k/DSf HAPPEN TO 
THEM. 


WANT TO HURT 
YOU, CAROLINE, BUT 
YOUNE GOT TO 
LET GO OF THE 
PAST. 


I CAME 
BY TO APOLOGIZE 
FOR WHAT I SAID 
YESTERDAY. 


YOU DID 
(HAT PL 


THAT'S 
OUR FINAL 


DESTINATION. 
THE (SLE DU, 


THE GREAT 
LADY MCARTHUR 


| MISS. BUT MY JOURNEY 
COMES TO At HEI 


OF THAT CURSED 


ISLAND. 
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JUST BEFORE 
DAWN... 


SLOW 
DOWN A BIT, 
CAITLIN! 


THE 
ISLAND'S 
ANYW! 
YOU KNOW! 


I'VE GOT 

IT UNDER 

CONTROL, 
BOBBY. 


ye{ WELL, IT 
TO GET 
i ONE 


7 WHAT'S 
WRONG, 
GRUNGE?, 


MORNING. 


'D BE NICE 
THERE IN 
PIECE. 


THAT IS, IF WE 
CAN FINO IT IN ALL 
\ THIS FOG. 


: YOUNE 
BEEN AWFULLY 
QUIET THIS 


—_ 
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WATCH OUT, 
CAITLIN’ Aue 


SOMETHING'S 
COMING OUT OF THE 
FOG! 
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A \ | \) y/ 
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TO RESCUE 
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‘AN EPISODE OF 
. BAYWATCHT 
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ROBOT 
RUCKUS 


PART 1 


STORY, PENCILS, & INKS: TOM MCWEENEY 


LETTERS: WILLIE SCHUBERT 


COLORS: GUY ROMANO 
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FALSE ALARM, SIZ. 


Let’s just say that we received a lot of passionate mail over Gen”? #2—more specifically, over the Rainmaker incident. 
Your opinions were all over the place from those who demanded we change her “back” to the sweet, “safe” Rainmaker to 
those who thought this was an important watershed inthe history ofcomics. Many were angered simply because the reve- 
lation was dropped out of nowhere—that in the mini-series, there waS-no, hint of Rainmaker’s “true” sexuality. Well, we 
didn’t just make this up on the spot; we knéw from day one that Sarah was different from the other kids. It’s just that it 
made no sense to drop it into the middle of the “we’re-on-the fidi-from-the-government” storyline. It would have come 
across very forced and would have been unrealistic in/that she, like most people, would have felt uncomfortable revealing 
that kind of personal information to people sh¢ had just met. By the regulat series, enough time had past that she felt that 
she was among friends and could express/her\indiyiduality, and hérself‘more fully. Obviously, she didn’t realize that the vast 
majority of people out there still have a Serious) problem with homosexuality, We tried to represent that more common 
viewpoint in Freefall’s reaction. What we are not trying to say is whether Sarah’s sexuality is right or wrong. 

Each of the characters have what most. people ‘consider to be “flaws’—as all real people do. We have tried to make 
them-as “human” as possible in their personalities, their tastes, their sensé of humor, their need for intimate relationships. 
It seems narrow-minded for anyone to insist that all the characters act and behave a certain way—that would ruin what we 
aye Striving to create and would make/these characters bland-and uninteresting. As much as homosexuality is shunned and 
consequently hidden, it still exists and has/existed from the dawn of civilization. There are people all around you with their 


different and often surpri 
vi 


With as much)as the next would-be world conqueror that pops'tip. 
So if you feel that you can not stomach finding oultymore about some of your favorite characters: fine, stop buying the 


comic and 


ig takes/on/what are considered:normial sexual relations—we are not condoning any particular 
point other than that of acceptance and understanding, These are complex issues the characters are going to. wrangle 


ick to all those safe books that clutter the shelVéS:) We're Striving to produce a different kind/af-comi¢; one 


that deals with the kids’ emerging identities as well as thei powers without getting preachy or didactic, 


Sincerely — 
Jim, Brandon, Jeff, Alex and Sarah. 


Dear DeGenerates, 


Let me offer my congratulations right off the 
top, Gen!? #2, was without a doubt the best 
isstié yet. With this issue in particular, you've 
taken the Gen kids to'a new plateau. Seeing 
the kids with some long deserved downtime, 
itbecomes obvious that they are growing as 
characters and Your grasp and understanding 
of them is peaking 


By far, the Most notable development in this 
issue was Sarabys revelation of her homosex- 
vality: Thank you for having the nerve to cre- 
ale such a character. While this was revealed 
in a'somewhat comical atmosphere, this is a 
serious subject and | hope and expect to see 
it dealt with some sincerity, In these political- 
ly correct times, | find it downright unbeliev- 
able how taboo homosexuality is in comics 
How many thousands of kids that read 
comics are lead to believe there is something 
wrong with them because they are different 
than the norm, and their sexuality is not 
accepted? 


Now, through your portrayal of Sarah 
Rainmaker, you hold within your grasp the 
ability to bring comics out of the dark ages 
and into the here and now. Lunderstand that 
you probably don't desire to use Gen! as a 
forum for homosexuality, and that you intend 
for a humorous and fun ride in Gen", but 
this is an aspect of Sarah's character and it 
deserves acknowledgment 


Roxy is perhaps the best developed character 
in Gen”. | think females can identify with her 
because while very pretty, she maintains a 


Birlish aura: She wishes to be more womanly 
{@s do all young ladies) yet is fun-loving, 
fashionable, and expressive, Her troubles 
Withvatfracting Grunge and her smoking habit 
are teal touches which make her tangible 
nd familiar. 

in the limited series, Burnout seemed very 
neglected, always in the background, and 
rarely speaking. Now, however, it seems that 
he may just happen to be a quiet and per- 
haps even shy guy. With his hobbies of skate- 
boarding and playing guitar, he is given infi- 
nitely more depth 

My favorite character though is undoubtedly 
Fairchild; my love of redheads notwithstand- 
ing. | find the concept of a nervy, reserved, 
bookworm suddenly given an, as Roxy says, 


(ultraibabe”body, very, exeiting, She seems 
oblivious to what het feminine charms do to 
‘poys, and her naiveté is a large part of her 
attraction, Here’ hoping Grunge’ attempts 
to. impress her afé in vain. 

Yep) you guessed it. | find Grunge 
despicable, The geek’s got Roxy falling all 
over him, and he all but ignores tier, Wake 
up! 

Well, if Gen’¥ican continue to improve and 
incorporate new ideas at the same fate as 

J, Scott Campbell’s art does, you've got noth= 
ing to worty about for a tong time. 


Travis MacKinnon, 
Scarborough, Ontario 


: “What is Rainmaker?” 
Well, she’s definitely Apache, struts around the 
house nude, and believes in self expression. We 
have lots to learn about Sarah Rainmaker in 
the issues to come. 


Dear Mr. Choi and Mr. Campbell, 


First of all, I'd like to say that your comic is 
great, but | do have a problem with it. | was 
reading #2, expecting it to be just as 
excellent as the first, and my expectations were 
Correct up until about page eleven. Rainmaker 
was just kidding about her-uh-"desires,” wasn't 
she? With all possible respect, isn’t that going a 
little too far? In my opinion, that’s an unneces- 

ry trait in her character (not to mention dis- 
gusting!) | must know, though- Is Rainmaker 
teally a lesbian, or was she just playing a joke 
on Freefall to make her nervous in humor? 
Anyway, with the exception of that additive, | 
enjoy your comic and plan to buy the next 

ue and others if | find that Rainmaker is 
straight 


Sincerely, 
Matthew McNabb, 
Chattanooga, TN 


Would you still buy the comic if we told you 
Grunge quit skateboarding to take on a part- 
time job as a hula dancer and Roxy switched 
from peppermint to cinnamon mouthwash? 
Would you prefer to see Freefall with a shaved 
head? Fairchild in a three-piece suit? Lynch 
switching from regular to decaf? No problem! 
But requesting that we change a character's 
sexual orientation seems a bit extreme. 


P.S. You'll learn more about Rainmaker’s 
“desires” down the road, Matthew, but it’s 
your choice whether or not you want to buy 
the next issue. 


Whoever's responsible! 


What is wrong with you guys! Are you freaking 
NUTS!? What would ever possess you to make 
Rainmaker a leshian?!? Before issue #2 came 
‘out you people had the best comic book | had 
ever seen! But then you turn around and give 
fans a slap in the face! Didn't it ever occur to 
you that most people wouldn't approve? Are 
you TRYING to lose your audience? Sure we 

in a day and age where homosexuals are 
prominent, more so down there in California, 
but that doesn’t make it right 


hat you did totally disrupted the whole feel 
and atmosphere of Gen". But what's worse, you 
BETRAYED your readers. You already set 
Rainmaker’s character in the first 7 issues! 
People don't like to be jerked around, guys! 


late. My suggestion to you is to 
ur way of of this horrible 
ess (like you did with Grunge’s tattoo). If you 
don't, I'm afraid you just lost at least one Gen"? 
reader. | think the phrase that best sums up this 
letter is, “If it ain't broke, don’t fix it.’ 
Patrick Gleason, 
Forest Lake, MN 
Patrick, everyone in California also drives fast, 
eats tofu, has pink hair, lap dogs, and leather 
pants just like all the folks in Minnesota wear 
overalls and spend all day in the garden pick- 
ing vegetables and bass fishing. 


GEN"® #3 July 1995, FIRST PRINTING. Imag 
Direct Market: $2.50 USA/$3.55 in Canada: 
characters are @, ™, & © Aegis Entertain 
Inc. 1995 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. Any simila 
artwork used for review purposes, none off 
Jim Lee or Aegis Entertainment, Inc. PRINTEL 
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ISSUE THREE 


<WHAT 
ELSE WERE 
YOU EXPECTING 
Fi (ALE, 


> <AT 
/ LEAST 
APPEARS TO 
BE STRONG 
AND HEALTHY, 
MAUESTRIX.? 


SARAH, 
} INK THE 
, WELCOME WAGON 
LADIES ARE 
HERE. 


ir, Tanzanite é 
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